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WHO WE ARE

» Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University, lovingly
abbreviated as SMU, is an academic center of excellence in
Pretoria.

* |t was previously known as the Medical University of South
Africa (MEDUNSA).

* |tis named after the South African ANC leader, Sefako
Makgatho who was the second president of the ANC. He was
instrumental in the establishment and promotion of education
and teaching as a means of empowerment.

* This innovative and enlightened thinking is the basis of the
philosophy of SMU which has now grown to be a unique
setting that offers both academic excellence and a vibrant
student life.




OUR VISION

To be the benchmark institution
providing holistic health sciences
education that meets the health
needs of the individual, the family,
the community, and the
population.
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OUR VALUES

* Diligence

* Integrity

* Commitment

* Humility

* Respect

* Relevance

* Transformative leadership




OUR MISSION

Provide high-quality primary health care-oriented health sciences
research, education and services.

Deploy educational approaches that include evidence-based methods for
curriculum development and delivery that are rooted in the community.

Promote interdisciplinary research, education and skills training that
recognise the cross-disciplinary nature of holistic health care provision.

Produce a cadre of health professionals with the transformative
leadership capacity to identify, analyse and address the health needs of
the individual, the family, the community and the population.

Create an environment that supports innovation and harnesses the
power of new technologies to address the health needs of the
community.




DEPARTMENT OF
SURGERY

* The pinnacle of modern surgical excellence in South Africa is
exemplified by the Department of Surgery at SMU.

* This department, chaired by the widely acclaimed, NRF
rated and inspirational Professor MZ Koto, has become the
champion and stalwart for advanced laparoscopic surgery in
the country.

* Professor Koto’s perseverance and untiring commitment to
the training of exceptional health care professionals has
given rise to a new generation of cutting-edge surgeons.

* His unique drive has raised the level of surgical training at
SMU to new heights. Under his leadership, the Department
of General Surgery at SMU consistently maintains one of the
highest pass rates in the FCS(SA) examination.
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» Sefako Makgatho Health with the support of MRC..

Sciences University (SMU),
as the only health sciences

university in South Africa, .
is strategically positioned

to focus on
multidisciplinary health
research that will provide
solutions to ease the
guadruple burden of
disease facing the country.
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2021
ANNUAL TOTMAS
SYMPOSIUM

Department of Surgery

THEME: Minimal Access Surgery in the Midst of a Pandemic
DATE: 3 DECEMBER 2021 | TIME: 08:00 | FORMAT: Hybrid

INTERNATIONAL
COLLBORATION

Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University ... @SMU_... - 23 Mar
Focus on SMU newsletter | Four SMU students jetted off to Jonkoping
University in Sweden as part of an exchange programme. Full download:
Inkd.in/ek2HUCrH #WeAreSMU. @SMUFM97_1 @smu_convocation
@HigherEduGovZA @HealthZA @dsigovza @HigherHealthSA

@GaRankuwaFM.

JELCU UIT WY JUTTRU IS
University in Sweden as part
of an exchange programme

Fmrsmusmuem recently Jetted off to Sweden to spent three months at the University
of Jarkoping as part of the exchange programme which has been in existence for many
years. The Quartet, expressed their exdtement for being selected m represant MU ina
foreign country. The Acting Dean of the Schodl of Oral Health Scences Professor Tehepo
Gugushe jained the students and wished them on their joumey.

Spesking to Focus Onkgopotse Pimpi said, he was excited and grateful forthe oppartunity. “i's
a lifetime apportunity and adventure. | am locking forward to being an ambassador for SMU
and our Schodl of Or | Heslth Sdences. It is s huge respansbility snd | am prepared for it", he
said.

He further mentioned that he expects to explore, make international friends and come back

lology Senior Lecturer, Dr Esmey Moemawas recently  and by beingpart of this prestigious programme, | am bound
awarded the Teaching Advancement at University  tnachievemygoal.
({TAL) Fellowship. Focus on SMU Reporter interviewed
Dr Moama to get the get of the Programme chjpctives and  What do you wa it to gain from the TAL fellowship?
how itwill enhance her academic career. It s said that leaming is progressive; through networks that
willbe ectablizhed fram this programme, ane shauldbe able

leaving for Sweden this year. * My expeciztions are almady an

a because we started interacting with the

January thisyear and | am looking forward to

heir style of tesching and lesrming. From

whatwe hawe seen 5o far they dothings differntly and we ar
ready to exploremare of thelr methods®, he said.

Deascon further said he believes they will adapt quiddy s they
are already familiar with some of the people they will be
working with since theinters ctions started in lanuary.

anyone who wants to achieve a specific gaal; it is, therefare,
important for learners to plan 2 coordingly for thelr study time;

resINence We 50 TNaT TNey 8NCouUrage OINer SIL0eNTS Nere o
hame during the house talks®, cancluded Rampa.

The selected students are all in their firsl pear doing Bachelor
of Ol Hygiene. The pmcess of selection amongst other
things required that they submit mothation letters stating
why they should be given the opportunity supported by their

fish*. The successful completion of these two projects will

contribute to the sucess of aquaculture andf ood production
inSouth Alrica.

taky
processes of difficulty to make learning  res

platiorm farnew ideas of dealing with the
in

ut by the

it digenetic worms have

mostly besn studied and documented exterively, since thoy
are fairly easy 1o d based on their wel-developed
reproductive system, but their brval counterparts hame not
bbeen given simiar sttention. Based on the reason stated
abave, then it was decided to combine the marphology and

SMU is engaged in numerous international collaborations for research and training

with a very active exchange program.

This is perhaps best exemplified by the annual Surgical Congress, TOTMAS which has a

strong focus in laparoscopic surgery and attracts a wide number of international

speakers annually.

The Trauma Unit at SMU also has a partnership with the Haukeland University Hospital

in Norway to enhance laparoscopic training in the trauma field.



STUDENT SURGICAL
RESEARCH SOCIETY

* An innovative and pioneering group set up by
medical students with an avid interest in surgery.

* They host regular workshops and lectures to
increase understanding of surgical concepts within
the medical student body.

* The society also actively engages in research work
being done in the University and have garnered
several publications.



HANDS OF COMPASSION

 Established originally to assist medical students in need of financial
aid and support, this charitable organization has grown to expand to
offering services within the community that surrounds SMU.

 Championed by medical students helping one another, this group
now participates in food drives around the community as well as
health care awareness and screening.

* It is truly an excellent example of medical students taking initiative
and setting a high standard for their own services in the country.



	SEFAKO MAKGATHO HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY
	WHO WE ARE
	OUR VISION
	OUR VALUES
	OUR MISSION
	DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY
	RESEARCH AT SMU
	INTERNATIONAL COLLBORATION
	STUDENT SURGICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY
	HANDS OF COMPASSION

