
SEFAKO MAKGATHO HEALTH 
SCIENCES UNIVERSITY



WHO WE ARE

• Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University, lovingly 
abbreviated as SMU, is an academic center of excellence in 
Pretoria. 

• It was previously known as the Medical University of South 
Africa (MEDUNSA). 

• It is named after the South African ANC leader, Sefako
Makgatho who was the second president of the ANC. He was 
instrumental in the establishment and promotion of education 
and teaching as a means of empowerment. 

• This innovative and enlightened thinking is the basis of the 
philosophy of SMU which has now grown to be a unique 
setting that offers both academic excellence and a vibrant 
student life.



OUR VISION

• To be the benchmark institution 
providing holistic health sciences 
education that meets the health 
needs of the individual, the family, 
the community, and the 
population.



OUR VALUES

• Diligence
• Integrity
• Commitment
• Humility
• Respect
• Relevance
• Transformative leadership



OUR MISSION

• Provide high-quality primary health care-oriented health sciences 
research, education and services.

• Deploy educational approaches that include evidence-based methods for 
curriculum development and delivery that are rooted in the community.

• Promote interdisciplinary research, education and skills training that 
recognise the cross-disciplinary nature of holistic health care provision.

• Produce a cadre of health professionals with the transformative 
leadership capacity to identify, analyse and address the health needs of 
the individual, the family, the community and the population.

• Create an environment that supports innovation and harnesses the 
power of new technologies to address the health needs of the 
community.



DEPARTMENT OF 
SURGERY
• The pinnacle of modern surgical excellence in South Africa is 

exemplified by the Department of Surgery at SMU. 

• This department, chaired by the widely acclaimed, NRF 
rated and inspirational Professor MZ Koto, has become the 
champion and stalwart for advanced laparoscopic surgery in 
the country. 

• Professor Koto’s perseverance and untiring commitment to 
the training of exceptional health care professionals has 
given rise to a new generation of cutting-edge surgeons. 

• His unique drive has raised the level of surgical training at 
SMU to new heights. Under his leadership, the Department 
of General Surgery at SMU consistently maintains one of the 
highest pass rates in the FCS(SA) examination. 



RESEARCH AT 
SMU
• Sefako Makgatho Health 

Sciences University (SMU), 
as the only health sciences 
university in South Africa, 
is strategically positioned 
to focus on 
multidisciplinary health 
research that will provide 
solutions to ease the 
quadruple burden of 
disease facing the country.



INTERNATIONAL 
COLLBORATION

• SMU is engaged in numerous international collaborations for research and training 
with a very active exchange program. 

• This is perhaps best exemplified by the annual Surgical Congress, TOTMAS which has a 
strong focus in laparoscopic surgery and attracts a wide number of international 
speakers annually. 

• The Trauma Unit at SMU also has a partnership with the Haukeland University Hospital 
in Norway to enhance laparoscopic training in the trauma field. 



STUDENT SURGICAL 
RESEARCH SOCIETY
• An innovative and pioneering group set up by 

medical students with an avid interest in surgery.

• They host regular workshops and lectures to 
increase understanding of surgical concepts within 
the medical student body.

• The society also actively engages in research work 
being done in the University and have garnered 
several publications. 



HANDS OF COMPASSION

• Established originally to assist medical students in need of financial 
aid and support, this charitable organization has grown to expand to 
offering services within the community that surrounds SMU. 

• Championed by medical students helping one another, this group 
now participates in food drives around the community as well as 
health care awareness and screening. 

• It is truly an excellent example of medical students taking initiative 
and setting a high standard for their own services in the country. 
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